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A Letter from John Wilkes, Ejq. 
10 the Electors of Ayleſbury. 


- Wrote and ſent in the Year 785 


ern 


= H E very honourable, 
| 1.8 f 
A. unanimous, and repeated 
£1 tie Marks of Eſteem you con- 
" 1 5 ferred on me by commit- 
ling to my Truſt your Li- 
berty, Safety, Property, and all choſe glo- 
rious Privileges, which are your Birth- 
right, as Engliſhmen, entitle you to my 
warmeſt Thanks, and to the higheſt Tri- 
bute of Gratitude my Heart can pay. 
YI inthe * Circumſtances of my 
B Caſe, 


b Ff — KN 


noe 
* 
_ 


[1.4 1 
.- Eaſe; I think that I ought not at. Preſent. 


to reſt contented with thanking you, 1 


have always found a true Pleaſure in ſub- 
| mitting to you my Parliamentary Con- 
duct. It is now more particularly my 
Duty; and when I reflect on the real Im- 
portance and intereſting Nature of thoſe 
great Events, in which, as your Repre- 
ſentative, I have been more immedi- 
ately concerned, I am exceedingly 
anxious not barely to juſtify myſelf, but 
to obtain the Sanction of your Approba- 


tion. It has ever been my Ambition to 


approve myſelf worthy of the Choice 
you have more than once made of me as 
your Deputy to the great Council of the 
Nation, with an Unanimity equally ho- 
nourable and endearing. The Conſciouſ- 
neſs of having faithfully diſcharged my 
Truſt, of having acted an uptight and 
ſteady Part in Parliament, as well as in 
the moſt arduous Circumſtances, makes 
me dare to hope, that you will continue 
to me what I moſt value, the good Opi- 
nion and Friendſhip of my worthy Con- 
ſtituents. 


* 
S<x, - i 
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ſtituents. Having the Happineſs of be · 
ing born in a Country, where the Name 
of Yaſal is unknown, where MAGNA 
CHART A is the Inheritance of the Sub- 
ject, I have endeavoured to ſupport and 
merit thoſe Privileges, to which my 
Birth gave me the cleareſt Right. Secure 
as Jam of fully juſtifying my Conduct, 
could I perſuade myſelf that I have acted 
up to the ſacred Ideas of Liberty, which 
warm the Hearts, and inſpire the Actions 
of my Countrymen, I ſhould not, under 
all the Variety of the moſt unjuſt and 
cruel Tee , be quite unhappy. 


The various Charges brought againſt 
me may be reduced to two Heads. The 
one is of a publick the other of a pri- 
vate Nature. The firſt is grounded on the 
politiealPaper ofthe North Briton, No. 45: 
'Phe other reſpects a ſmall Part of a ludi- 
crous Poem, which was ſtoleryvut of my 
Houſe. The two Acculatt s are only 
ſo far connected, that Tam convinced, 
there is not a Man in England who be- 

R222 lieves, 


| Brite No. 45; is a * Libel. 


I was apprehended, 7. 


HEE > 
loves, that if the Fig had not appeared, 


the $6 7m enn ene 
in 1 Queſtion. ©, Nm, 
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| The firſt Chirge is, that The Nord 


CY 


- 'my TIN beforg * Mansfield, 


the Word FALSE was omittgd in the 
IndiQeant, SP go. We. 

. * 4, bi 
The Word F ALSE is not to be found 
among the various Epithets applied to 
this Paper, in either of the Warrants 
iſſued by Lord Halifax. arp ret 

* * 


By the firſt wege under v which 

lorth Bye, 
No. 45, was denominated a TREA- 
SONABLE Paper. In the ſecond, by 
which I was 3 to the Tower, 
that Word too was omitted; ſo that the 


greateſt Enemies of this Paper ſeem to 
give 


> OP 
F 


| . 8 * 


Wen. * 


It is remarkable that the Epithet 
TRAITEROUS is given to Hſurrectiun, 
as the ſuppoſed Conſequence of a ſuppoſed 
Libel ; whereas the Scots, who appeared 
in open Rebellion ſo lately as 1745, were 
in the weekly Writings againſt the North 
Briton, (publiſhed under the Patronage 
of the Scottiſh Miniſter, and paid for by 
bim out of the —— — —) only termed 
Inſurgents, who defeated regular Forces. 
Yet in Fact no Inſurrection of any 

erer did, or could follow from this 
Publication, even in thoſe- Parts of the 


Kingdom ſo lately ſubjected to all the 


Inſolence and Cruelty of the moſt deſpi- 
cable of our Species, the mean, petty 
Exciſeman. This is the ſtrongeſt Caſe 
which can poſſibly be put. The EX- 
CISE is the moſt abhorred Monſter, 
which ever ſprung from arbitrary Power, 
and the new Mode of it is ſpoken of 


through this Paper as the greateſt Griev- 
ance 
/ 


_ 


"T4 


ance on the Subject; yet, epi q in this 


| Caſe, Obedience to the Lows: and alt 


lawful Authority is ſtrictly enjoined; 
and no Oppoſition but what: is conſiſ- 
tent with the Lows and the Conſtitution 
is allowed. The words are very fempe= 
rate, cautious, and well guarded. | Every 
LEGAL Attempt of a contrary Ten- 
© dency to the Spirit of Concord will be 


© deemed a juſtifiable Refiſtance, warranted 
+ by the Spirit of the Engliſb Conſtitution. 


Is this wit hdrawijg the People from 
their Obedience to the LAWS of the 
Realm? Is Refiftance recommended, 
but expreſsly only fo far as it is ſtrictly 
LEGAL? Let the impartial Public 
determine; whether this is the Lan- 
guage of SEDITION, or can have the 
leaſt Tendency to excite TRAITER- 


_ OUS Inurrefions. * 2 
= >. * * # 


The general Charge that the North 
TO No. 45, is a LIBEL, ſcarcely 
_ . deſerves 


Y hg 30 

deſerves an Anſwer, becauſe the Term is 
vague, and ftill remains undefined by our 
Law. Every man applies it to what he 
diſlikes, A ſpirited Satire will be deemed 
a Libte by a wicked Miniſter, and by a 
corrupt Nahe, who feel, or who dread 
the LO. * * * * 


* * * 
The et Briton did not ſuffer the 
Public to be miſled. He acknowledged 


no privileged Vehicle of Fallacy. He con- 


| fidered: the Liberty of the Preſs as the 


Bulwark of all our Liberties, as inſtituted 
to open the Eyes of the People; and 
he ſeems to have thought it the 
Duty of a political Writer to follow 
Truth wherever it leads. In this Behalf 
I would aſk even Lord Mansfield, Car 
TRUTH be a LIBEL? T it þo in the 
King's Bench? * * * 
2 3 9 76 * * 


FP. 
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This unlucky ni is n ſaid, 
* * 5 


and by the * of the Milo it is 


always 


1 


fl! [8] 

always in private charge, with PERSQ- 
VNV Diſreſpect to the King. It is how 

1 ever moſt certain that not a ſingle Word 


118 perſonally diſreſpectful to his Majeſty is 
| AK to be found in any Part of it. On the 
_— — 4 1 the Sovereign i is mentioned not 
| | | only in Terms of Decency, but with 
_ 2 Regard and Reverence which is 
duc from a good Subject to a good King 
— 74 Prince of jo many. great and ami- 
| able Qualities, whom England truly re- 
if F veres——The perſonal Character of our 
11 I preſent amiable Sovereign makes us eaſy 
* and happy that ſo great a Power 11 
FF £ * in * Hands. * * 
| | | IG = to vat 
_ 1 The Author 85 that Paper, ſo far from 
| ; making any perſonal Attack on his Sove- 
-reign, has even vindicated: him per/onally 
from ſome of the late Meaſures, which 
I; | were ſo ſeverely cenſured by the judicious 
and unbiaſed Public. He exclaims 
1 with an honeſt Indignation, '* What a 
17'8 © Shame was it to ſee the Security of this 
. 4 See. in Point .of Military Force, 


I: | | | com- 
18 
mm 
| 
| 


pips, auch, „ own Akr 


10 THE OPINION OF ROYALTY 
ELF, and ſacrificed to the Preju- 
| ys ces, and fo the Ignorance of a Set of 
c Prople,- -the moſt unfit, from every Con- 
* fideration, to be conſulted on. a Matter 
relative ta the TE of the * of 
© Hanovert:  * __ $4 
8 * .* | * 
„e Mini R is . every where 
treated with the Contempt and Indigna- 
tion he has merited, but he is ever care- 
fully diſtinguiſhed from the Sovereign, 
Every Kingdom in the World has, in 
its Turn, found Occaſion to lament, that 
Princes of the beſt Intentions han been 
deceiyed and miſled by, wicked and de- 
ſigning. Miniſters and Favourites. It has 
likewiſe, in moſt Countries, been the 
Fate of the few daring Patriots, who have 
boneſtly endeavoured to undecerve their 
Sovereign, to feel the heavieſt Marks of 
his Diſp leaſure, It Is however I think 
rather ar among us, even in theſt 
Times, that a Paper, which contains the 
| C | moſt 


_ 
— I— — — 
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— — — ts 


— — 


We 
moſt dutiful. Exp reffions of Regard to his 
Majeſty, Houta! be treated witt uch un- 
uſual Severity, and yet that o mapy 


other Publications of the fatne Date, full 


of the moſt deadly Venom, mould paſs 
totally unregarded: Some of theſe Papers 


contained the moſt opprobrious Reſlecti. 


ons on that true Patron of Liberty, the late 
King, whoſe Memory is embalmed with 
the Tears of Engliſhmen, while his 
Aſhesare rudely trampled upon by others, 
whom his godlike Attribute, of Mercy 


had pardoned the Crime of unprovoked 


Rebellion. Others were full of the moſt 
indecent Abuſe on our great Proteſtant 
Ally, the King of Pruſſia, on the 
Relation of his preſent Majeſty, who hens 
merited ſo highly of the Nation by fixing 
the Crown in the Houſe of Hanover; on 
the ſtauncheſt F riends of F reedom, the 
City of London; and on the firſt Cha- 
racters among us. Vet all theſe Papers 
have paſſed uncenſured by Miniſters, 
Secretaries, and 00 be. two e of | 
Farhameni n 


- . 0 „ 
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"1 


1 
There only remains one other Charge, 
ora rs. Hf = * 


CY 


Ws A 


more than Roman Senates dared to bring. 
TrithtotheFoot of the Throne ,and made , 


the trembling Tyrant to obey her ſacred 8 


Voice, the Nation was in Love with Par- 


liaments, becauſe they were the ſteady, 


Friends of Liberty, and never met but in 


- Favour of the Subject to redreſs. real. 
Grievances. . 3 


. n 
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I have thus, ente gone through,” 
all the 8 made againſt t this Paper ; . 


* * | 
the Treatment, I Expericnced, as OY 
Suppoſed | Author: Orders 


were given by as deceaſed Secretary of 
State, 7 drag me out of my. Bed at Mid- 
night. A good deal of Humanity, and 
ſome Share of Timidity, prevented the 
Execution of ſuch Commands. 


I was made 2 Priſoner i in my own' Houſe 
oy lever of the King's Meſſengers, who 


C2 | only 


L. 3, 
only produced a General Warrant, * 
without Oath, neither naming nor de- 


ſeribing me. 1 therefore refuſed to obey 
a Warrant, which I knew to be illegal, 


1 was, however, by Violence,. carried 
before the Earls of Egremont and Hali- 


fax, who thought it worth their while 
to aſk. me a tolerable Number of plain 
Queſtions, to not one of which L thought 


it worth my while to give a, plain An- 


ſwer. It is no ſmall Satisfaction to me 
now to know, that I have not a F riend 


in the World, who wiſhes a ſingle Word 


unſaid by me in the critical Moment of 
that Examination. I informed their 
Lordſhips of the Orders actually given by 


the Court of Common Pleas for my Ha- 


beas Corpus, notwithſtanding which I. 


was committed to the Tower, the Cuſ- N 


tody of me ſhifted into other Hands, and 
that Act for the Liberty of the Subject 
eluded. Althou gh the Offence of Which 


I ſtood accuſed, was undoubtedly Zaila- 
ble, yet for three Days every Perſon was 


refuſed Admittance to me; ahd the Go- 


| vernq; þ 


vernor was obliged to treat me in a Man- 
ner very different from the great Hu- 
manity of his Nature, for he had re- 
ceived Orders to conſider me a cle Priſo- 
ner. I rejoice that I can ſay, am the 
only. Inſtance of ſuch rigorous Treatment 


ſince the Acceſſion of the Mild Houſe of 


Brunſwic, although the Tower has twice 
been crowded even with Rebels from the 
Northern Parts of the Iſland; and there - 
fore I ſhalh continue e the 
F „Acid wo bogtt! 
®. liv; J. bt "Palichs - _ "Ts 


Nat of conferring an 


Srocfien,) ALL 85 Goveramerits of the 
few Conqueſts, not tamely given up by 
the SCOTTISH: Mrnifter; Conqueſts 


won by the Valour of the united Forces 
of England, Scotland, and Ireland. While 
I ſuffered this harſh. Confinement, my 


Houſe in Great George · ſtreet was phan-' 
dered, all my papers were ſeized; and 


ſame! of a very nice and delicate Nature, 


not hearing the moſt diſtant Relation to 


the Affairs of Government, weredivulged: 


— 
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Wen 1 was brd Ty before t the OY 
mon Pleas, I pleaded the Cauſe of univer- 
fel Liberty. It was not the Cauſe of 
Peers and Gentleman'only, but of all-the 
miduling and inferior” Claſs of People, who 
and moſt in Need of Protection, which I 
obſerded was, on that Day, the great 
Queſtion before the Court. I was diſ- 
charged from Impriſonment by the una- 
nimous Sentence of my Judges, without 


giving any Bail or Security. On the firſt 


Day of the Meeting of Parliament I 


humbly ſubmitted my Grievances to the 


Houſe ' of Commonc, as they were choſen + 
to be the Guardians of the Liberties of 

the People againſt the Deſpotiſm of Mi- 

niſters. I likewiſe voluntary entered my 

Appearance ta the Actions brought at 
Law againſt me, as ſoon as I knew the 
Determination of the Majority, that all 
the Irregularities againſt me ſhould be 
Janes, and that no Privilege ſhould be 
allowed 


Et x5 1 
allowed in my Caſe, even as to the Mode 
of Proceeding, which was the moſt harſh 
| the Rincon of "FURY could deviſe, 13 


- — 


17 = '* OLIN «5 0 * 
Plurima deſunt. . 
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I now proceed to the other Charge 
brought Againſt me, which reſpects an 
idle Poem, called. : an ESSAY ON WO- 
MAN, and à few other detached Verſes. 
If ſo much had not been ſaid on this Sub- 
ject, I ſhould be ſuperior to entering 
upon any Juſtification of myſelf, becauſe 
I will always maintain the Right of pri- 
vate Opinion i in its fulleſt Extent,” when 
it is not followed by * giving 430 open, 
public Offence to any Eſtabliſhment, or 
indeed to any Individual. The Efe | 

 commenices from thence, and the Magi- 
ſtrate has a Right to interpoſe, and even 
fo puniſh outrageous: and indecent At- 
tacks on what any Community has de- 
creed't to be facred. Not only the Rules 
\ . of 


— . OI "OR —— IO 1 mY 


— — 


16 
of god B eu, i the Laws bf $9 
fill 


diet ate then 
Cloſet T had 4 Rite to examine, and 


even to try by the keen Edge of Ridicule, 
any Opinions I leaſed. If I have 
laughed pretty | free Y, at the Slaring Ab- 


ſurdities of * 


225 * 0 


v7 % * * . 


a reed W our. | great as” 
 WISHBD THE CHURCH OF ENG- 
LAND WAS FAIRLY, RID OF, i 


994 in are laughed 5 0 THT 
Pp 


* 
gare Rees no * to any one 
Ra. of the Community V. The 
is, that after the Affair of the 
2 ORTH BRITON * AR 
1 2 5 one of my Servants: to Fr a 2 
of the, ESSAY ON WOMAN, and the 
other Pieces out of my Houſe, Not 
quite a Fourth Part of the Volume had 
been printed at my own private Preſs. | 
The Work had been diſcontinued for 
ſeveral Months before had. the leaſt 


Knowledge of the Theft. Of that Fourth 
Part 


inged, In my o-. - 


ftw 1 


Part- only twelve Copies were worked 
off, and I never gave one of thoſe Copies 
to any Friend. In this infamous Manner 
did get Poſſeſſion of this new 
Subject of Accuſation, and, except in 
the Te of Algernon Sidney, of this 
new Species of Crime; for a Stuart only 
could make the Refinement in Tyranny 
of ranſacking and robbing the Receſſes 
of (egen, and Studies, in order to con- 
vert private Amuſements into State Crimes. 
After the Servant had been bribed to 

commit the Theft in his Maſter's Houſe; 


Fe abandoned Man of ug Age 


* +10. * * 


was bribed to make a Comphint * * 
x that I had PUBLISHED 


an infamous Poem, which no Man there 
had ever ſeen. It was read before * 


ee excellent 


Tudgeref Wi t and * en 11 


aP - * * 


The neat, prim, king Chaplain of 


that Bahe of Grace, that gude Cbeeld of 


the prudiſh Kir of Scotland, the 


= Was 


2 


— 


| 
4 
ö 
ö 
| 
| 
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was highly offended at my having made an 
Ea on Woman." His Nature could not 
forgive me that INEFFABLE Crime, 


and his 6wn Conduct did not afford me 


the Shadow of an Apology. In great 


Wrath he drew his Grey Goofe-Quill 
againſt me. The pious Peer caught the 
Alarm, and they both poured forth moſt 
woeful Lamentatibns, their tender Hearts 


overwhelmed with Grieg or as the Chap- 


lain, who held the Pen, ſaid, with 
GRIEF OF GRIEFS. He proceeded 
to make very unfair Exttacts, and after- 
wards to be- note them in the fouleſt 
Manner. The moſt vile Blaſphemies 
were forged, and publiſhed as Part of a 
Work, which in Reality contained 2 
thing but A e ee ee -- Vigh 
2 — * GAA 1 elf: 32 ate: 

a few Portraits drawn warm from Life, 
with the too high Cdlduring of youthful 
Fancy, and two or three Deſcriptions, 
perhaps too luſcious;: which though 
NATURE and WOMAN might par- 
don, a Kidgel and a could not 

fail to condemn, 


I have 


ts ie, 


Ihave now, Gentlemen, gone through! 
all the Objections which have been made 
to my Conduct in a publick Capacity. 
My Enemies finding that L was invul- 
nerable, where they pointed their moſt 


| exiveriorried Darts, afterwards attempted 


to aſſaſſinate my private Character, and 
propagated an infinite Variety of ground- 
leſs Calumnies againſt me. I have gene- 
rally treated theſe with the Contempt 


they deſerved, from the Certainty that 


all Who knew me, - would know that 1 
was incapable of the Things laid to my 
Charge. A few Falſehoods, advanced 


with more Boldneſs than the reſt, I Was 


at the Pains to refute. * The Wincheſter 
Story in particular, becauſe it reſpected 
Lord Bute's own Son, and had been 


uſhered to the Publick with the greateſt 


Parade, as well as with all the Impu- 
dence of Malice, and Rage of Party, I 
diſproved ſo ſully, that I am ſure not the 


leaſt Shadow of a Doubt remained in any 
Man' s Mind as to my entire Innocenee 


D 2 of 
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of that moſt illiberal Charge. I have 
lived ſo long among you, Gentlemen, 

that I will reſt every Thing, reſpecting 

me as a private Man, to the Teſtimony - 
which the Experience of ſo many Years 
authorizes you to give, well knowing 
that true Candour always weighs in the 
ſame Balance, Faults and Virtues. The 
Shades in private Life are darkened by an 
Enemy, but ſcarcely ſeen by a Friend. 
Beſides it is not given to every Man to be 
as piaus as Lord —— or as chaſte, in and 
out gf the Marriage Bed, in all Thoughts 
Word, and Deeds a8 the —— 1 11 


. 20 
&þ Mey 2 


A few. other 2 ee 


ces to be mentioned, that you may 


| have before you. the Whole of my. Con- 


duct in theſe intereſting Affairs. Im- 
- mediately after the late flagrant Breach 
of the Laws, I thought it my. Duty to 
the Community to commence Actions 
- againſt all the Perſons guilty. I deſpiſe 
the Meanneſs of attacking only Agents 


and Deputies. I endeavoured to bring 
| to 


2 
to the Juri of the Law, the Prin- 
galt. the tabs Secretaries 


of State. 1 bluſk for my Country, when 
I add,, that though I have employed the 
ableſt Gentlemen of the Profeſſion, they 


have hitherto found it impoſſible, even to 


force an ane Lord „ err 
A —ͤ— es 8 n 1 x 
UI TTY * ® 0: 

| The judicial 8 at my Suit, 
ethane in'the Beginning of May 
Twelvemonth, and now at the End of 
October in the preſent Year, his Len 

| has not entred any Appearance, 
The little Offenders indeed have not te- 
ped. Several honeft Juries have marked 
them with I. gnominy, and their Guilt has 
been followed with legal Puniſhment. 
But what is of infinity greater Impor- 
tance to the Nation, we have heard from 
the Bench, that GENERAL WAR- 
RANTS ARE ABSOLUTELY ILLE- 
GAL. Such a Declaration is now be- 
"come in the higheſt Degree intereſting 
ry HO VET to 
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to the Subject, becauſee 
* * 2 * * 
We owe it likewiſe to the moſt upright, 
independent, and intrepid Chief Juſtice 
of the Court of Common. Pleas, that in the 
Action againſt the Under Secretary of 
State, Mr. Wood, THE SEIZURE OF 
PAPERS, except in Caſes of High Trea- 


15 has dern declared La. 


When I reflect on theſe t two goon: im- 
pordacit ' Determinations in Favour f 
Liber ty, the beſt Cauſe, and the nobleſt 
Stake, for which Men can contend, I 
congratulate my Free- born Countrymen, 
and am full of Gratitude, that Heaven 
inſpired me with a, Firmneſs and Forti- 
tude equal to the Conduct of ſo arduous 
og, è no $ * 
Ne oe bf ale the 
Goodaets: of the Cauſe ſupported me; 
and I never loſt Sight of the great Ob- 
jet, which I had from the firſt in my 
View, the Preſervation of the Rights 
and Privileges of Engl. men. I glory in 


the — and will never forget the Du- 
52.42 ties 
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ties reſulting from it. LIN 10 am 
driven into Exile from my dear Country, 
I ſhall never ceaſe to loye and reverence. 
its. Conſtitution, while it remains free. 
It will continue my firſt Ambition to ap- 
prove myſelf a faithful Son of England; 
and I ſhall always be ready to give my 
Life a willing Sacrifice to my native 
Country, and to what it holds moſt dear, 
the PR 20 of our invaluable Liberties. 
While I live, I ſhall enjoy the Satisfac- 
tion of thinking that I have not lived in 
vain ; that the preſent Age has borne 
the nobleſt Teſtimony to me, and that 
my Name will paſs with Honour to 
Poſterity, for the upright and difin- 
tereſted Part I have ated, and for my 
unwearied Endeavours 70 protect and 
. ſecure the Perſons, Houſes, and Papers 
of my Fellow Subjects from arbitrary 
 Vifits and Setzures. 


I am, Gentlerhgt 
With much Regard and Affection, 
Your moſt obliged, 


And obedient humble Servant, 
Paris, OR. 22, 1754.64 


JOHN WILKES. 
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